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3rd Annual “D146 Gets Fit !” Fun Walk  
The turnout was very good, the weather 
was great, and by the looks of it all, it 
was a fun time for everyone! 

It was another awesome gathering of 
participants at the “D146 Gets Fit” 
Fun Walk!  The efforts of the “D146 
Gets Fit” Committee were 
definitely appreciated.  The 
people that attended seemed 
to truly enjoy walking on such 
a warm day, and the company 
of those around them.  

Participants of the walk 
included staff members, 
families of D146, Board of 
Education members, and 
Superintendent Dr. Stawick and his 
family.  Even Tinley Park’s Mayor 
Zabrocki laced up his walking shoes for 
some laps around Central!!

Families could be seen in the grassy 
areas tossing footballs, playing with 
hula hoops and other activities to keep 
the crowds moving.  Lots of laughs and 

lots of people always equals a good time. 
All in the name of good health!

“D146 Gets Fit!” would like to thank 
the following Fun Walk sponsors for 
their generosity:
• Bettenhausen Automotive 

• Walt’s Foods
• Jewel-Osco
• Orland Bowl
• Charter Fitness

Without their generous 
donations to the D146 
community, the Fun Walk 
would not be as great as it 
was.

Hope to see you all next year!  
Remember to wear your walking shoes 
and walk for your health. Also, please 
remember to keep looking through the 
www.district146.org website, checking 
on Twitter, and your school newsletters, 
too, for more great “D146 Get Fits” tips 
and ideas!!  
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In Fond Remembrance of
Dr. Robert W. Procunier

You’ve seen the name, but some of you may not know 
the man. Dr. Robert W. Procunier, former Superintendent 
of CCSD146, for whom the Administration  Center  
was  named, recently passed away, but is fondly being 
remembered by so many.

He was “intelligent, inspiring and progressive”. These 
are the sentiments that have been echoed throughout 
the district when the news spread of his passing. A man 
described as tenacious, smart, kind, firm, but always fair. 
He had a presence, one that you had to respect. 

Dr. Procunier was educated at the University of Illinois, 
Champaign where he received his B.S. (1954) and 
Masters in Education (1957).  He 
then earned his Ph.D. in 1962 from 
Indiana University, in Education.

He was hired as the Superintendent 
of  District 146 on July 1, 1972. 
His new job would prove to be a 
difficult one from the get-go, but 
the challenge for planning the 
direction, growth, development, and 
advancement of the district was not 
something that he would shy away 
from. Duane VanderTuuk, retired 
School Psychologist for D146, 
who was one of the employees 
that knew him best, recalls, “Dr. 
Procunier was here the years that 
both Kruse and Fierke opened. 
Both schools were his babies, so to 
speak.  He loved the new open classroom concept.” (Both 
schools remained open classroom until the mid 1980’s, 
when walls were installed due to increased class sizes.) 

Mr. VanderTuuk also warmly remembers when Dr. 
Procunier brought in the first computer to the district,  
“He was a progressive thinker, always seeking a way to 
better the schools. He purchased the first computer for 
the district and housed it in the board room of the old 
Administration Center.” And with a chuckle he added, 
“All the of the student information was on one 5 1/4’ 
floppy disk. Can you imagine that??” 

Dr. Procunier believed in  strongly and fought for the 
Special Education program. Under his guidance special 
education students were returned back to their home 
schools through a “new program” called Inclusion. 
(The mixture of regular and special educational needs 
students into the same educational classroom setting.)

Mr. Vandertuuk looking back said, “In the 1970’s and 
1980’s “Inclusion” was a foreign concept, one that was 
viewed as perhaps a fad for the time. But it made a huge 
positive impact on the students learning and our community 
as a whole.”  More staff were brought on to accommodate 

the special needs of the students. Dr. Procunier had the 
school staff set the student learning goals and were pushed 
to meet and exceed them whenever possible. Parents and  
community members were very happy with the change, 
and now Inclusion is seen in districts across the country.

When staff  members at School District 146 learned of 
Dr. Procunier’s passing in  October 2012, they reached 
out to each other, many via email, offering memories of 
their mentor.

Deb Brennan, Student Services Coordinator who was 
originally hired by Dr. Procunier, relayed,  “My connection 
to Dr. Bob began in 1986 with my introduction to the district 

as a Kruse parent. His kindness and 
caring of the community & students 
was expressed in many ways. One 
example of his generosity was 
at a celebration of a milestone 
birthday held at Infinitec.org (an 
assistive technology program of 
the United Cerebral Palsy Assoc. 
of Greater Chicago), he agreed to 
match, dollar for dollar, any guest 
donations made to this honorable 
cause during the celebration.”

D146 Assistant Superintendent  
Denise Bettenhausen wrote, 
“Dr. Bob put strong emphasis on 
professional development and 
started the important tradition of 
staff development that continues 

today. He was also the champion of the child-focused 
school district that continues to exist today. I will miss 
him greatly, but his influence will be with me for my entire 
lifetime!”

Retired  School Teacher and Media Center Director, 
Kathy Rippe, sent  an  email  to the district when she 
received the news, “Dr. Procunier was a fair-minded, 
straight shooter. For those that knew him, he was Dr. 
Procunier, but for those of us that loved him, he was Dr. 
Bob.”

Dr. Procunier retired on June 30, 1996, the same year that 
the current Administration Center building was opened.  
It was named in his honor. His retirement party, held at 
Silver Lakes Country Club, was nothing short of fantastic. 
Now, 16 years after his retirement, Dr. Procunier is still 
being fondly remembered.  

So next time you drive by the Ad Center, take a peek at 
the building sign again, and know that it was named Dr. 
Robert W. Procunier for not just anyone, but a very good 
and positive person who put children first. A man that 
has been fondly remembered, and highly respected, even 
decades after his retirement.  



The Salad Bar Switchout

With the new hot lunch service from Quest Foods well 
under way, the district students are being treated to all 
kinds of different and delicious experiences. The traveling 
salad bar, introduced in fall 2012 to the K-5 schools, was 
an immediate success with the students choosing to buy 
hot lunch. The students loved creating different types of 
salads for their lunches using healthy choices options, 
and being in control of their creations.

Quest Foods, starting in January 2013, decided to swap 
out the popular salad bar for another new experience for 
the K-5 students…a deli bar! Kruse Education Center in 
Orland Park was the first to get the latest idea for hot 
lunches.  The deli bar offers a turkey sandwich on a wheat 
bun with topping choices. One difference between the 
salad and the deli bars is that the deli bar will be staffed 
by a Quest employee who will be creating the made-to-
order sandwiches on the spot. Healthy choices of lettuce, 
tomatoes, pickles, cheese and cucumbers will be available 
for the students, along with packets of condiments and 
of course, fruit. Craisins, peaches and apples are always 
popular choices, and are available to help round out the 
healthy lunch experience. 

Cheryl Witas, Food Service Specialist at D146 was on 
hand for the first week of the deli bar  and said, “The kids 
flocked to it. Naturally they are curious and want to see 
what the new foods are all about. As the word got around, 
more kids were asking for the sandwiches. It was good 
to see, and it was nice to see them asking for additions to 
their sandwiches, too.” 
 
With the school district’s push for a healthier lifestyle 
and offering healthier lunch options, she feels Quest has 
hit a homerun and is meeting the nutritional needs of the 
students. “The food choices are interesting, and some are 
foreign. Most kids have never heard of Craisins, which 
are simply dehydrated cranberries,” but Mrs. Witas said 
that most students still take them as a fruit choice. 

To find out when the deli bar will be at your child’s 
school, visit the hot lunch menu found on each school’s 
website. Go to www.district146.org for more info.

Happy 40th Birthday, Kruse!

Kruse Education Center turned 40 in October 2012!  
Students celebrated with the Principal, Mrs. Radde, and 
the staff by writing about their favorite Kruse memory.  
Random students from each class shared their favorite 
remembrance during the morning announcements 
throughout the fun, week-long festivities.  

Students signed a birthday card to honor the milestone 
and sang Happy Birthday for the celebration.  The 
students and staff also put together a time capsule.  
Included in the remembrance were photos and 
memories from the years gone by.

And the surprises continued when each student re-
ceived a commemorative bracelet marking the big 
event! What an exciting time to be a Bear!!

Happy 40th Birthday, Kruse!

Twitter! Yes, we “tweet”, do you? CCSD146’s new 
Communications  Initiative  includes the development 
of a district Twitter account.  We will be tweeting out 
quick little blurbs that will include links to stories and 
photos about our schools, the students, teachers and the 
community that surrounds us. You will be able to get 
quick information, and respond back to us, too.  

D146’s Communications Specialist, Linda Zec, has 
indicated that this social media is a very quick and easy 
tool to use, which is why it was chosen. She said, “The 
information on Twitter is short, and you can choose to 
click and read more about a topic, and/or view photos, 
or not.  We encourage parents, grandparents, guardians, 
and the entire D146 community follow us on Twitter, 
so that we know  we are reaching our families with our 
online presence.”

The district hopes that with the use of the internet and 
social media, the area served can become much more 
involved with the schools. The district’s goal is to bring 
more honest and open awareness to the families and 
surrounding communities.

www.twitter.com/CCSD146Tweets

@CCSD146Tweets



D146’s Featured Student Writer: 

A day of a Fierke fifth grader starts 
with a loud ringing bell.  Students of all 
ages hurry to their classroom line.  We 
go inside the locker room and gather 
our belongings.  Our teacher,  Mrs. 
Schulz, waits for us. She takes us to 
our classroom and we follow the usual 
morning procedure. Count the lunch 
cards, do the assignment notebook, 
and get our homework.  First subject is 
math. Advanced kids head off to O.R.E. 
with their teacher, Mrs. Kasper. One 
hour and fifteen minutes of fractions, 
decimals and KFC. In math it’s about 
what you know, what you need to know 
and what are the conditions.  Next is 
snack time and Mrs. Schulz reads a story 
to our class. I love it when our teachers 
will ask us for story predictions. It is 
disappointing, however, when we have 
to stop our story to go on for our next 
class subject. In Social Studies we are 

learning how the Europeans came to 
America.  Then we get ready for P.E. or 
music! Our P.E. teacher, Mrs. Charpenel, 
is the best!  Volleyball, obstacles, soccer 
and more games that include strength, 
teamwork and brain work! So much fun 
mixed with lots of hard work, too. After 
gym class we return to Mrs. Schulz for 
Science.  Mrs. Schulz asks a question, 
and all the kids raise their hands yelling, 
“Pick me! Pick me!”  Afterwards we head 
to recess.  We play kickball, basketball 
as well as other activities. We start to get 
really hungry and we head off to lunch. 
We all eat hot lunch or one brought from 
home. I choose the yummy hot lunch 
served at school. I then find a seat at the 
table where my friends are sitting. Eating 
my delicious lunch, we all laugh and talk.  
The rest of our day is only three hours 
away, then we head home and start our 
day  all over again tomorrow! I love Fierke!

 A Day in the Life of a Fierke Fifth Grader - by AlexisDistrict Calendar 
Highlights

President’s Day
No School

Monday, February 18th

SIP Day
Student non-attendance
Tuesday, February 19th

Casmir Pulaski Day
No School

Monday, March 4th

Spring Break Begins 
March 23rd

Classes Resume
Wednesday, April 3rd
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